
City of Bunbury SLSC Photography Policy

The City of Bunbury SLSC will abide by Surf Life Saving Australia's national 
Photography Policy (Policy Number 6.18 July 2008).
Extracts of the policy include:
2.1 The law
In Australia, generally speaking, there is no law restricting photography of people 
(including children) in public spaces as long as the images are not considered as:

• indecent (such as “up skirt” or “downblouse” photographs taken covertly in 
change rooms, toilets or other invasions of privacy)
• being used for voyeurism or made for the purpose of observing and visually 
recording the other person’s genital or anal region
• protected by a court order (e.g. child custody or witness protection)
• defamatory
• for commercial purposes (person’s likeness is used to entice people to buy or it 
appears they are endorsing a product). This may require a Model Release/Consent 
Form to be signed.

Consensual photos of a child (including one’s own child) also contravene criminal 
laws and censorship laws if the child is photographed in a provocative or sexual 
manner.
Where an event is held on private property, such as a surf life saving club, other 
privately owned land, a school or council owned facilities (but not, for example, a 
council road or park), the owners of private property or venues are able to restrict or 
ban photography (e.g. some council owned facilities will not allow mobile phones or 
cameras in change rooms or toilets).

There is nothing, however, to prevent a person from photographing outside the 
property boundary unless it is taken for indecent or improper purposes, as listed 
above.

2.2 Guidelines for SLSA members
Some people may consider photography or videos of themselves or others on a beach 
as ‘unwarranted or obtrusive’ however there is no generally recognised right to 
privacy in these situations. Common sense and courtesy should apply in these 
situations. 
If you do not wish to be photographed or videoed, you should approach the 
photographer and make it clear that you do not wish to be photographed. SLSA 
members are not entitled or empowered to confiscate, or attempt to confiscate a 
person’s camera.
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